
29 U.S. Code § 206 - Minimum wage 

(a) Employees engaged in commerce; home workers in Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands; employees 

in American Samoa; seamen on American vessels; agricultural employees  

Every employer shall pay to each of his employees who in any workweek is engaged in commerce or in 

the production of goods for commerce, or is employed in an enterprise engaged in commerce or in the 

production of goods for commerce, wages at the following rates: 

(1) except as otherwise provided in this section, not less than— 

(A) $5.85 an hour, beginning on the 60th day after May 25, 2007; 

(B) $6.55 an hour, beginning 12 months after that 60th day; and 

(C) $7.25 an hour, beginning 24 months after that 60th day; 

(2) if such employee is a home worker in Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands, not less than the 

minimum piece rate prescribed by regulation or order; or, if no such minimum piece rate is in 

effect, any piece rate adopted by such employer which shall yield, to the proportion or class of 

employees prescribed by regulation or order, not less than the applicable minimum hourly wage 

rate. Such minimum piece rates or employer piece rates shall be commensurate with, and shall 

be paid in lieu of, the minimum hourly wage rate applicable under the provisions of this section. 

The Administrator, or his authorized representative, shall have power to make such regulations or 

orders as are necessary or appropriate to carry out any of the provisions of this paragraph, 

including the power without limiting the generality of the foregoing, to define any operation or 

occupation which is performed by such home work employees in Puerto Rico or the Virgin 

Islands; to establish minimum piece rates for any operation or occupation so defined; to prescribe 

the method and procedure for ascertaining and promulgating minimum piece rates; to prescribe 

standards for employer piece rates, including the proportion or class of employees who shall 

receive not less than the minimum hourly wage rate; to define the term “home worker”; and to 

prescribe the conditions under which employers, agents, contractors, and subcontractors shall 

cause goods to be produced by home workers; 

(3) if such employee is employed as a seaman on an American vessel, not less than the rate 

which will provide to the employee, for the period covered by the wage payment, wages equal to 

compensation at the hourly rate prescribed by paragraph (1) of this subsection for all hours during 

such period when he was actually on duty (including periods aboard ship when the employee was 

on watch or was, at the direction of a superior officer, performing work or standing by, but not 

including off-duty periods which are provided pursuant to the employment agreement); or 

(4) if such employee is employed in agriculture, not less than the minimum wage rate in effect 

under paragraph (1) after December 31, 1977. 

(b) Additional applicability to employees pursuant to subsequent amendatory provisions 

Every employer shall pay to each of his employees (other than an employee to whom subsection (a)(5) 

applies) who in any workweek is engaged in commerce or in the production of goods for commerce, or is 

employed in an enterprise engaged in commerce or in the production of goods for commerce, and who in 

such workweek is brought within the purview of this section by the amendments made to this chapter by 



the Fair Labor Standards Amendments of 1966, title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 [20 U.S.C. 

1681 et seq.], or the Fair Labor Standards Amendments of 1974, wages at the following rate: Effective 

after December 31, 1977, not less than the minimum wage rate in effect under subsection (a)(1). 


